STARFORD HISTORY EDUCATION GROUP

READING LIKE A HIST_RIAN

Name:

Guiding Questions

Document A
1. (Close reading) The man on the right is supposed to be Irish. What comparison is the
cartoon making?

2. (Close reading) What is the message of this cartoon?

Document B
1. (Close reading) Based on this document, what were three reasons the Know-Nothings
targeted Irish Catholics?

2. (Close reading) Based on this document, what are two reasons why the Know-Nothings
believed being Catholic was incompatible with being a United States citizen?

Document C
1. (Contextualization) Why were Irish used for difficult labor in the South?

2. (Close reading) Based on this document, how were the Irish treated?

Document D -

1. (Close reading) The woman on the right is supposed to be Irish. Describe what she looks like
and how she’s acting. Based on this document, what were some stereotypes about Irish
women?

2. (Contextualization) Based on this document, what job do you think many Irish women had in
the 1880s?
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STANFORD HISTORY EDUCATION GROUP

READING LIKE A HIST _RIAN

Document A: Thomas Nast Cartoon, 1876

This carfoon by Thomas Nast was published on December 7, 1876, in
Harper’'s Weekly.
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STA/FORD HISTORY EDUCATION GROUP

READING LIKE A HIST, RIAN

Document C: Historian account

This is an excerpt from historian David Roediger's book Wages of
Whiteness.

Irish-Americans workers . . . [were sometimes] used as substitutes for
slaves within the South. Gangs of Irish immigrants worked ditching and
draining plantations, building levees and sometimes clearing land because
of the danger of death to valuable slave property (and, as one account put
it, to mules) in such pursuits . . . One Southerner explained the use of Irish
labor on the grounds that: “n----s are worth too much to be risked here; if
the Paddies (Irish) are knocked overboard . . . nobody loses anything.”

Irish youths were also likely to be found in the depleted ranks of indentured .
servants from the early national period (early 1800s) through the Civil War.
In that position they were sometimes called “Irish slaves” and more
frequently “bound boys.” . . . In New York City, Irish women comprised the
largest group of prostitutes, or as they were sometimes called in the 1850s,
“white slaves.”

Source: David R. Roediger, Wages of Whiteness, 7991.

STANFORD HISTCGRY EDUCATION GROUP sheg.stanford.edu



npg-piojue)s Goys dN0YY NOILYING3 AHOLSIH QHOJINVLS

"y Jeijilue) e eie oM yey} souspuadapul Jo UonEeIe[Iap Ysii| Sy XS} uooue)

HLUIM HYTTINVA 7TV 3HY IM IVHD 3ONIANILE0ND 40 NOILYHYTO30 HSIHE 341

FNL LV COERLNT, e ;—
T HYMHIS ¥ dAldddH

‘@ouRlap Ul 1S1) Jay Sa)eys Yoo sl "sannp Jay
SNUIUOD 0} Y009 ysii| 1oy Buuojdun uewom ysuj-uou e smous 3| ‘€88l ul
yond auizebew sy ul paysiignd sem 1addQ Lng youapal4 Aq uooued siyj

uoopes :d Juauinsoq

NI ASIH v 3N ONIaY3Y

NOHT NOUYINAT JEOLSIH QE04NvLS




